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November 13,2014 

Logan City Council 
Logan Municipal Council Chambers 
290 North 100 West 
Logan UT 84321 

Dear Chainnan Karl B. Ward, 

I am writing in support of the request for assistance letter (see attached) sent to Mayor Peterson from 
Gossner Foods few weeks ago. The letter included a request to discharge treated wastewater from 
Gossner Foods treatment facility to Logan City's wastewater treatment facility. As the letter states, 
Gossner Foods stores their treated wastewater during the winter months for land application for the 
following spring and summer. Due to recent production expansions they have outgrown their capacity 
to store for the entire winter season. To help with their capacity issues we have allowed them to transfer 
treated wastewater directly into our treatment lagoons twice in the last four seasons. 

For lack of specific billing rate for such type of services we used the contracting cities billing code. 
Because we wanted to charge them by the gallon of waste they discharge to our system. We also feel 
that the rate used to invoice the treated wastewater is the most equitable to invoice them because 
Gossner Foods is required to maintain their collection line and treatment system, and the billing will be 
based on 100 percent of the metered flow. 

As discussed in the letter we have explored some other options with them and the solution proposed in 
the letter which is piping the treated wastewater to the wastewater collection manhole at 1200 West is 
the best option. It is also proposed that Logan City help bear the cost of the project. For that reason I 
suggest that Logan City provide up to $\00,000.00 in support of this project and authorize us to invoice 
the services using the other Cities rate. This solution provides them with a permanent solution, and the 
option of using Logan treatment system any time they need. 

My staff and I feel it is in the City's best interest to help Gossner Foods maintain compliance with their 
pennit from the state of Utah. Based on the sampling results from the two events we assisted them we 
feel that supporting this project and accepting the treated wastewater will have very little effect on our 
facility's ability to maintain compliance with our pennit. 

The flow from their facility will be metered separately and they will be billed according to the flow 
accepted. Based on historical charges from the previous arrangements the project will pay for itself in 
less than three years. In addition Gossner Foods will also be required to install a flow metering system 
on their collection line, pay any sampling and analytical costs, meet Logan City'S pretreatment 
requirements, and accept a Logan City pretreatment pennit and pennit conditions. 
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Your approval will not require approval of funds for this project rather the Logan City Environmental 
Department will fund this contribution from the already approved 2015 budget by adjusting reserve 
contributions by the same amount. 

Please contact me if you have any questions regarding this project. 

Thanks, 

Iss amud -
ItyofLogan 

Environmental Director 

Cc: 	 H. Craig Petersen, Mayor of Logan 
Richard Anderson, Finance Director 
Mark Nielson, Public Works Director 
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Craig Petersen 
Logan City Mayor . 11I ~\,",~~'F<mDS r 290 N. 100 West ' 

. . ' .jLogan, Utah 84321 	
. . 

October 14, 2014 

Dear Mayor Petersen, 

As you know Gossner's has been fortunate enough to have experienced consistent 
growth in both the cheese plant and the milk plant. This growth presents new 
opportunities to our employees but also creates challenges that must be solved or the 
growth will stop. One significant challenge that we currently face is that we have 
outgrown our capacity to store the wastewater that we generate after the growing 
season ends in the fall and before it begins again in the spring. Currently we send our 
cleanest wastewater to Logan city and treat and store the rest for land application. This 
has worked well in the past but when we have a wet winter or a late spring we find 
ourselves needing special permission from the city and the state to transfer wastewater 
directly from our lagoons to the Logan city lagoons. This happened in 2011 and again 
last year. It is likely that we will need the same consideration again in 2015. 

Issa Hammud, Jim Harper and other city employees along with the state have been 
good to work with but we are very uncomfortable depending upon the granting of a 
special use permit each time that we find ourselves short of waste water storage 
capacity. If for some reason either the city or the state chose not to allow us to directly 
discharge it could result in the shut-down of the plant or serious restrictions on 
production. 

I recently approached Issa about a long term agreement rather than a year by year 
approach. Issa is concerned about a long term agreement that would allow us to by
pass the head-works of the Logan City treatment system. 'It could create problems with 
the State and set a precedent that could be troublesome in the future. Issa and Jim 
suggested that we take a look at piping water from our lagoons to a city manhole on 12'h 
West. This would eliminate the need for any kind of special agreement. This was 
something that was considered back in 2007. 

A meeting regarding waste water issues was held on June 29th 
• 2007 between Logan 

City and Gossner Foods. Logan city was represented by Mayor Watts, Kimber Hall, 
Issa Hamud and Mark Nielsen. Gassner Foods was represented by Brent Hoggan [our 
attorney), Dolores Wheeler and me. 
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During that meeting an offer was made by the city to contribute in kind or in 
cash $100,000 to help construct a pipeline from our lagoons to 12th West or 
some other alternative. Instead of constructing the line we invested in 
additional pretreatment equipment to further improve the qual1ity of our stored 
water. The city was not involved in that investment. 

I am now asking you to consider the same contribution to the currently proposed 
project. That amount is approximately one half of the cost of running a line from our 
lagoons to 12th west. If we can secure funds from the city we will construct the line. If 
not we will consider whether it is more cost effective to pay for the line ourselves or 
invest in more treatment equipment and apply for a discharge permit. The equipment 
we currently have in place achieves an approximate 90% reduction in the wastewater 
load and with further treatment it would be possible to achieve state discharge 
standards. This would allow us to take all of our wastewater [excepting sanitary sewer] 
and bypass the Logan City system with considerable savings. 

The fee for our direct discharge last year was a little over $53,000. Two years of using 
the system would pay for your investment. 

We have no desire to further treat our process water but need to make the most cost 
effective decision for both our present and future volumes. I believe that Issa is in favor 
of the city providing support for this project. I am also in favor as is Dolores. I believe 
that I will need a significant incentive from the city to gain the approval of the Board of 
Directors. We have a meeting tentatively scheduled for November ]'h. While a fonnal 
agreement wouldn't be required by that date an indication of the city's position on this 
matter would be very helpful. 

Please contact me or Dolores Wheeler at your earliest convenience with any questions 
you might have. Issa is also very familiar with the proposed project as I have met with 
him twice concerning the best path forward. 

Best regards, 

C:t"1-~~~ 
Greg Rowley 
Executive Vice President 
Gossner Foods Inc. 

GOSSNER FOODS, INC. 
PHONE (435) 752-9365 • 1051 NORTH 1000 WEST • LOGAN, UTAH 84321-6852 

www.gossner.com 

http:www.gossner.com

